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DETAILED ACTION 

* 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Katsuragawa (US 
5,731,920). 

Regarding claim 1, Katsuragawa discloses in figure 1, a lens drive device (1) to be 
detachably mounted (connector 5) to a lens device (2) body comprising a storage device (14; see 
figure 2) which store information prescribing the braking characteristic (lens stop) of a moving 
object (iris/lens stop) driven by the lens drive device (see col. 9, lines 5-65 and col. 12,lines 50- 
67); an input device (4; figure 1) which inputs a signal for changing the braking characteristic 
(via communication interface 7); and a braking characteristic setting device which changes 
settings of the braking characteristic according to the signal received from the input device ( see 
figure 2). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Katsuragawa, as 
applied above in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 2, Katsuragawa discloses a camera system with detachable lens. 
However; Katsuragawafailsto-specificariydiscloseadisplayrAlthoughrac 
video) is notoriously well known in the art to contain a display for display image data as well as 
other camera information, such as exposure information, and the Examiner takes official notice 
to this fact. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to display braking characteristics (iris data) on a display, since it is 
known in the art to display exposure data and such information is pertinent the user artistic 
imaging expression (i.e. Creating effects of shadows in the image, darkening of foreground or 
background))- increase versatility in the use of the camera. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Katsuragawa, 
applied above in claim 1, further in view of Miyano et al. (US 5,859,733). 
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Regarding claim 3, Katsuragawa discloses a camera system with detachable lens. 
However, Katsuragawa fails to specifically disclose a display. Although, it is well known in the 
art to for lens to comprise a portion that displays information, as taught by Miyano et al. 

In the same field of endeavor, Miyano discloses a lens fi*ame that displays object distance 
and lens focus information (see abstract; col. 6, lines 38-49 and col. 7, lines 29-51; col. 9, 60-66 
and col. 10, lines 1-9; see figures 1, 5 and 12). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Katsuragawa lens barrel to 
include a display, as taught by Miyano, as such provides an indication of information related to 
the lens in a simple structure, as taught by Miyano. However, Katsuragawa and Miyano fail to 
specifically disclose displaying braking characteristics (iris data) on a display. Although, a 
camera (film or video) is notoriously well known in the art to contain a display for displaying 
several types of information, such as exposure information, and the Examiner takes official 
notice to this fact. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to display braking characteristics (iris data) on a display, since it is 
known in the art to display exposure data and such information is pertinent the user artistic 
imaging expression (i.e. Creating effects of shadows in the image, darkening of foreground or 
background)- increase versatility in the use of the camera. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Kanayama et al (US 6,292,3 13) discloses a lens drive unit; and 
Nakajima et al. (US 4,931,823) discloses a multimode camera. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Alicia M Harrington whose telephone number is 703 308 9295. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Georgia Epps can be reached on 703 308 4883. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703 308 7724 for regular 
communications and 703 308 7724 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308 0956. 
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Examiner 
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Georgia Epps 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 




